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HE Publication of this Diſcourſe is 
' ſo far from being what was -inten- 
ded, when it was compos d, that it i 
. wholly owing. to the importunate 
| Friendſhip of ſome worthy Gentle- 
bo men, (to whoſe Fudement I defer as 
wich, as Twualue their. good Efteem;) 'who have perſus- 
ded me to take this Method to-vindicate my ſelf from 
the Galumnies that ſome have loaded: it with. - When 
firſt I. heard; that it was cenſur'd, I was not a little 
aſtoniſÞ'd, that after thoſe Days of Apprehenfion and 
Danger, in- which we felt much,” but fear'd- more 
from that. refileſs Party, who by too much influencing 
aur Seats of Tudicature in Cares of publick Concern- 
ment; and leavening ' our Minds. with that fierce: «nd 
bitter Zeal, which does not only ſpoil the Pleaſure; 
but tends to deftroy the very Being of Society ; and 
givin us too . plain and frightful a Demonſtration 

w ſerviceable our Diviſions are to. their Deſigns ; 
a Diſcourſe of Juſtice, Mercy, and s titue Zyal for the 
ſubſtantial Duties of Religion,” and.-nhich: above \all 


was © 
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was not onl PER with the 4 Approtarien of oy 
 Fudicious Perſons, but particularly of that Honoura- 
ble Perſon, who upon the Bench expreſ? d an Impay- 
tial Regard to the great Duties it treats W. ; f, ſpo 
be yecuſtd) un i _ t hea 


HE, 

wor! | mayy, it wal pre I alerlintor 

that it was "axe 'd with Severity enough; as if 1 

had had little or. no regard to the Honour of the 

Charch o F-4 England. This dreadful C Large ut me 
arc 


upon > ſearch, as Fhat untogjard Pa he be be 
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Reprehenders, wor the Churches Honour, to have the 
inculcating theſe. things 2 for « Refleftion upon 
her. For, which the Church is moſt beholden to, 
thoſe that conſider her Ceremonies, as ſhe her [clf 
does, as ſuch indifferent things as may upon-juſt Cauſes 
be. altered. and changed, or they who would: have 
the World believe, that the Church does regard: them 
46. Matters as unalterable, © and- conſequently as ne- 
eſſary «s. the. doing Juſtice, and loving Mercy ? 
they.w #6 that they are not to be eſteemed equal 
with God's Law, or they who-by quarrelling with 
thoſe that ſay fo, as. Enemies to the Church, do ſeem 
#0... intimate, . that they are perſuaded the” Church 
Aoes _ Seſſeve they. are? In a word, they who are 
ſuaded that 'the Religion of the. Church of Eng- 
and .ic that great; «ud noble Thing, that . approves 
it ſelf tro the Reaſon of Mankind, or they who make 
it ſo mean a thing as can gratify no more than our 
Senſes, does not need any great depth of Judgment to 
determine. For 1 am oonfident, that no one that 
reads this Diſcourſe without Prejudice and Partia- 
lity, will think the Church of England's Honour 
in the leaft concern'd in any thing delivered in it ; 
but will be tempted to believe, that they who have 
charged it thus fooliſhly, have no other Religion but 
what is made up of Ceremony. And. if they be ſuch 
that are offended at it, they, I will own, have ſome 
reeſon for their diſlike ; becauſe it ſpeaks leſs favour- 
ably of that which i their Religion, than of that 
which really is ſo. But I am no way concern'd at 
it; for 1 am ſlill of the Opinion, that a Man had 
'« good have no Religion, as ſuch a one as does not 
conſiſt in doing Juſtice, loving Mercy, and walk- 
ing humbly with our God ; and that a little more 
B Charity 


A- Preface 20 the Reader, + | 


_—_— —_ - wn 


— 


Chan Noa whe phat” Fora 90% a WHout + ww 
Marrehs, with at Mhis vitue* of: cidlly oo 4 prent 
Heal ove 200d than -all owr fof Zyal for the ups 
holding the \DMarters in 'C omtroverſy. And it's 
certainly very." afurionfty Mone os be age _—_ 
af! England of their "Party; + when "20 ' Pf: 
ſprak with niore Moteration,' xr 'to thife things," 

e bus \dowe. All that I ſhall further ndd' 4s, The 
| my Adverſaries mould but be  ſo:faft to bur 'Obireh, 
3 us. to own that = Re/37ionfhe frathbs dots w_ 
| in Matters" of  Vigher Natare," thity whtre” Pickin 
for \ 087 CePembuies, "anidl-thet no #hen"00be aye 
Chareh of Poblantvenn, 'who Þ Yigr more 'nealdac 
for the Eſſential yart wof ' Religion, than The \Cir- IN _ 
cnnftantial For -fach' av Acknowtrilgment will oye ] 
e- \alf- the- regrnctte Me HP. "Att *s Hive 
"05 ng CA ATE LG, V2 


© Ll 
$ % - -. * - * ty * , . J 
y \ n % } » zHy> [ i k We F 
FE \ < h . «Y \% _ is - - +» ® » - 4 t - ' 


{; 56g.n Its mm BL#: b; 
NOTTINGH AM. 
" Qn the "9b of Joh, 168g. | 


= EY 


Mrcan « '. 


Hohuth ſrowedibee 0 Man, vba i is good: and. 
what Jogs;the- Lord thy God're quire of thee, but 
fo” ry wſtly, 0.love. Mergy, and fa ol hunky 
 ;wwith b.t God? .. ral tC : 


- $ tha great; and: excellent Faculcies, with 

- which: Human Narure'is adorned, doevi- 

Wh. cently; demonfirate that: Man: is 7 Religi- 
72 ougiCroatures! i the-ntcefity of Religron' 


oo plaialy 2Ppear' ih; _ that'all the _ itive- 
njoy- 
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without it. ” For take away Reign, andjFating,: 


under —— 
Perſon can po b 
to, by forbidding 


Fowls of Heaven, would be only wiſe to do Miſ- 
chief. Our Ynderſtanding would be the - moſt” 
fatal; Inſtrument of. our Miſery, and our Wills the- 
great Diſturber of our Peace. . 

God therefore has in nothung given us:more lively 
Inſtances of the Goodneſs of his Providence, than in 
the Methods he has taken to preſerve.that which is 
of ſucli Neceſſity to the Happineſs of. Mankind. 
He knows our Frame,.'tis true, and the: Neceffities 
of our Nature, and lince we cannot live without 
his care.of us,, he makes 'thoſe. Proviſions for our 
Fleſh as our Bodily Wants do require: But the great 
Concern, that exerciſes his Wiſdom and. Power, are 
the Intereſts-of Religion, without which he knows 
- his other Proviſions would do little to'makeius 

apPy- 

hen we .confider' indeed: how much we our 
ſelves are concern'd-in Religion, it may almoſt ſtem 
a wonder that a. Providence ſhould be:needful to. 
preſerve it ; thas ſince. it is: ſo abſolutely. neceſfar 
to our preſent Peace and Happineſs, to farisfy7 the 
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nobleft Powers of. our. Nature,; and to-prevent tloſe 
Confuſjons that without it,,we ; are much! more ob- 
noxious to than ; the -Creatures that are below us; 
we ſhould attend to. it . with ſo much: Sollicitude 
and Care,.; that even. without the watchfulneſs:of 
Divine Providence ,it ſhould. never--be: ſibje&; ro 
decay.. One; wquld think that, a matter, in which 
we are ſo much intereſted, ſhould lie: fo near our 
Spirits, and be ſo.much upon our 'Fhoughts, that 
it ſhould.never be in danger of being loſt...” + .- 

- But. beſides, that there are cial Spirits, that” 
with induſtry. and Sollicitude. eadeavour tocorrupt 
and deſtroy it,. there is ſo much, Corruption inour: 
Nature, .and. ſo much Ignorance: and Folly.in our: 
Reaſonand our Spirits are ſo, much under the Power. 
of Senſe and the. World,.. that, is is:with, much dif-. 


ficulty, if, at any. time we raiſe our Minds to the. 
Coaſter act thoſe Things that. are ſo- much 

ove us ; . ſo much are our Souls debaſed by conver- 
ng.with ſenſible. Objets, that we. are apr, .upon 
ſlender. Motives, . to exchange. Truth ' for. Errour ; . 
and baving once departed from the true Religion, it. 
is,no hard:matterto ſlide out of .a. bad one into none: 
at all. So that. did not the ſame. Providence, that: 
watches over us for our Good, . intereſt it ſelf in the: 
Preſervation of: Religion, it would long ere this 
have been as great a Stranger in the World, as the: 


World is to the true Spirit of -it. But God; who at. 


firſt planted the Seeds of it in our Nature, has upheld . 
itby ſuch ſtrong Morives and Powerful Arguments, 
ſuch mighty Miracles, and Signal Providences, as. 
the Reaſon of Man cannot but acknowledg to .be 
the Demonſtrations of the Spirit and of OW 
us. 
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A he high Gore: "V6: i.e: by wht 
Mould: appe Pivine” DilÞiea 
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the true Spirit of Religion upon us, and thoſe Mi- 
ales of Phorilones "whereby he fecires to 
us, ſhould put us upon ſuch Enquiries, Wherewithat 
ſhall we come before the Lord, and bow our ſelves before 
the bigh Go? Por when Relipion'is!(oictineh ourTn- 
rereft, che\by ahh uMetliots! he takest6 Reure fo 
great a Blefſing-woMWkinkind;..und the wonderful 
Pyoy idencys' 9m gee es nr} tocdlliuplbur 
Mindstfrom thoſ&meun- and” fordid Projefts, that 
pinida /thera ves Yo 


rtality;'— and! keep them -here 
belowy tetheGoititermpliticns df tis excelent Ma- 


jetty ;abd: wHvely ddbnowiediment of this Being, 


does require that weiſholdd/do Fwjſttce; * Tove Mercy, 
aoThUh: bh wah him? Afi HE ks ba 

| Ant astheimolt igttefil return we:can make to 
him, -F6rþis carein:the Breſervationof our neareſt 
Contalntent Hae taquireciinewetkoddiepply-our 
Mins to the excrete of amoft vigaransÞlty, and 
the praQtice of the ſubſtantial Duties of Religion. 

. Ye has Jhewed thee, O'Man, whit is $608: and what 
og tag rby God :require of thees "but to do 
19 C;- = © Sen Sas wy | FAS an = - | 
- Ta has {hewed thee” what'is Yood;' Which" Ex- 
Trefionavettiay windeſibnt{eitheriof 'the/trie Ne. 
cove f: that Rdipion! thaÞhereyuiires of! is! or of 
the 'powerhul 'Motives to it tha? heddoesfurniſh-ns 
awith.: -Thatthe! tfiieSpivir -ant-Life 'of Religion 
Yvegnor eolNift in Meats nid. Drinks;Cin the dyefs of 


ſeerigly! Spiritual Fouts, Surlin' the? priflice-of 


choſe weighter- matters'6F the Law; the Joiwe Fu 
Iie8, tht Toning Merey, 4 the walling humbly with 
07 God : And that God has grvenwsthemoſt'pre- 
vaitivg Motivesto-excite-ustotheprattice of chart 
Reliionflitthe fequiregoPys] OD wy 
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rol ntl POCB=Z HO TAGNUSF 1.1134 517 9:{; 
.;S0 that from the Words I -ſhall"beg leave to 
{r before you, 97 19 RET 


.;: T., Theimport of that Religion that God requires 
i -11:-Of Us, +85 16 conſiſts in; Juſtice, - Mercy, a7A-4 
TT T ROK walking humbly with: our, God... Baer t9yn 
TE hat. 154n the; practice of theſe Things, that 
__ »*, the true Spirit of Religion does-confiſt. 
: -JIT. That the Reaſon,” why Men doat any;Time 
--:/, - aftcontrary .to;theſe- Things, /is,- not-be- 
..- .. cauſe they; are ignorant; of | them ; For God 
>. ©" has ſhewed us what 5jgo0d..;- : ,, - 
"TV. That the praQtice of.theſe Things: is highly 
'  -for our Advantage,.-and the: Benefit 'of the 

_ _,- World: Ir is thedoing,what, is gaod.  - 
; V.. And Lefty, - God does require us-to dotheſe 
+ | Things, as he has ſhewed us what is good.” 


. I. Iam toendeavour to ſet before you the import 
of that Religion that God requires of 'us, as it con- 
liſts in doing Juſtice, and ſhewing Mercy, and 
walking: humbly with our - God. ' Now Juſtice and 
Righteouſneſs is Frequently taken in the Holy Sorip- 
tures in a very large ſenſe for the ſum of that Duty, 
which we owe to God ; in which ſenſe it extends 
it ſelf to all the Duties of both- Tables. And the 
Reaſon maybe this ;: becauſe God in reſpe& of his 

Creatour has a right of: Dominion and So- 
FEraIgary over .us to command us what he pleaſes ; 
which when we.refuſe to obſerve, we are unjuſt in 
diſowning the Right he has to our Obedience : And 
the obſervance of his Commands is tiled; a doing of 


Juſtice, becauſe we then give that Deference'toiour 


Supreme 


TNT 
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| is bor 4 ig a narrower, Fara for our _— all 
Dare. Offices,, vol dilc haſgh0g all l cho FTA that 
-We QwWe £9. Qur:. Neighbour; in this. ſens, it-is 
Emited $ the, Dogs of, the Be in ws Fa But Fo 
its ſtricteſt ſenſe. it, reſpefts only that ſingle vertue 
which conſiſts in. the doing to all, Men as we: would 
they ſhould to or.in the BR. to every Man his 
due. And, according to the. ditferent , Relations, 
Hap We! ſtand 1n.tq each-other the Duties that Gs 
0 are various. - It requires Cn to 
be bligenys.c0 and Humble ; ind Superiours courtequs 
and gene: The eople conformable to Laws, and 
the Magiſtrates ruling in the fear of God. Thar E- 
In abd, Neighbgurs be, kind and;condeſtenſive ; 
nd all. Men, govern themſelyes by: rules, of equity 
2; RN Deal and by thoſg of. good Nature. in 
their , Converſation : That we walk-.uprightly, 
work Righteouſneſs, and ſpeak the Truth from our 
carts, .. Render to all their dues, ſaith the Apoſtle, 
Tribve whom Tribute. is. due, , Cuſtome to whaw 
Fear . to-whom.i Fear, ' and. Honaur .to whop: 
hace om.-x.3-:7-:; Ta which-words the, Apoſtle 
ſums up that Dut ty and Homage, that Support ang 
yg that Reverence and Obedience, that is 
Qwin Perſons ny 1 yIgs 5 choke whon 
{et pver, d cam,any .thing more 
uſt an: eqqual cha we1hould \Honour-the PRer- 
on. and. reverence. the Power that ;proteQs us ! 
any thing be. more fit than that we ſhould with 
the maſt grateful Minds bleſs God for the Patzrgoags 
of Fhole oder Wi ole Shadow 1we live in Safety; 
and by, whole Ind A ang. Ned Order; and 
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peaceable Deportment make the burden of Govern. 
ment as eaſy and ſight upon:their 'Shoulders as *tis 
polſible, -when they wn fob rhey are ftiled, 
' Nurſing Father to'their People,” and the Miniſters of 
God for good ? Etiaword; thatwe ſhould bear Fairh 
and true Allegiance to thoſe, 'to' whom. we ate not 
only bound by all the ties of Gratitude, but to 
whom a ſignal Providence has determin'd it, 'and 
the Duty  we-owe'to- the Sogiety 'we 'are Members 
of, does require it.” For -if' we! muſt beallowetd to 
ſuſpend our Duty and* Allegiance tifl the Rights of 
Princes be determin'd; for ought that I know there 
are few Societies in the World but muſt of neceffity 
break up ; fince there-are few Princes can pretend 
to any better Title than what'the Sword bw: Ufur- 
Fation of oy nn them';: and ſtill 
fewer whoſe Poſſeſſion is fetled upon fo fair a Foun- 
dation as that of their preſent Majeſties. ' Was there 
nothing but Poſſeſſion to be pleaded in the caſe, I 

do nor underſtand but a King of England may, þ 
virtue'of it, 'Cclaim onr H_ arfaitly, as Hs 
Avngnſtus or Nero did fromthe Romans. - AndFet it 
was'with a reſpe& to the Hatter -of theſe rhar St. 
Pau] required the - Roman” Chriſtians to ſubje& 
themſelves becauſe of his Poſſeſſion. L ef every Soul 
be ſubjett to the higher Powers, for the Powers that are, 
(5. the 'Powers'thit are in þeing, or-that' have 
polſeflion of the Crown) 4re ordained of God. Rom, 
13. And this our great Caſuiſt Biſhop: Sevaderſor 
has determin'd to be'nor only 'Lawful, but a Duty 
we owe to our ſelves, becauſe it-is a madneſs to pro- 
yoke him that has the Power of 'the Swerd 3 tour 
Country, whoſe 'Peace and Safety we are'bound to 
conſult andtake carevf ; and to him — 
| ; OCs 
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does bear the.Sword; fince-ghereby our Perſons-and - 
Fortunes are protected. Neither:does-he only give. 
us his .own,: but St. Chryſoſftome”s Judgment: in the 
cale, who ſo interprets the Apoſtle's Command,ro be 
[ubjeR, for. Conſcience ſake 3 25 if he had ſaid, ifince. 
evety...Citizen or Member of-a Community: is con- 
ſcious. to, himſelf how many- benefits he enjoys by 
the -publick Authority,,. let; him; know, that as a 
Recompence for ſo many Advantages, his Obedience 
is due.to him that has the Government. 
... But.here. is not Poſſeſſion alone, .but the Conſent 
of the whole. Body of the Kingdom 3 and I think I 
may. challenge any Prince in the World to ſhew that 
bis Title does ſtand upon a better Foundation. 
The only. thing, that can here be objeted, that 
I can thiok of, js, that. we being under a preceding 
Obligation : to. give our_Allegiance tothe preſent 
King, .s1o far from being..a Matter that in Juſtice 
we are 0b ge to, that it is agreat piece of Injuſtice 
to him. to. whom we have formerly bound our ſelves. 
And truly I ſhould be apt to think fo too, had not 
that yofortunate. Prince ſuffer'd himſelf to be fo far 
tranſposred by he, eyit_Counſels of thoſe, whoſe 
deſigns could not be carried. on but by. the deſtruQi-. 
on of our ;:Conſtitution, to invade thoſe Laws by 


which our Rights are ſecured, and the Meaſures of 


our: Obedience ſtated and bounded. But when he 
would nat be contented with the Obedience that-we 
obliged our ſelves'to, but endeavour'd by alienating 
a principal Part of his. Authority, to make-us Trai- 
tors to. 'our Conſtitution, by ſubjeing our. deareſt 
Rights to a foreign:JuriſdiQtion, thoſe that have car- 
ried Obedience, to, the, higheſt, haye: here, -made a 
frand 5 a03 uk 'nea.iolhreo 1alþ.of being ound 
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t ir:isnvt only- tothe Cores of: rhe Fo rea 
Juſtice is confined ; But Kings, and all in Authority 
may ibs reminded, "that Sabjeds have their\Ri 

25'well: as: Kings their! "Prevogitives Ft no- 

rbing does make a Govertimvent tore: be Fg 

ful thaniithe Teepititt'! Judgnient pd Yol 
*Tis'this does :atlorn' the :Diadems of Pa. and 
make the Seats-of Judicarures reverenced,” as 
feared: ' Whatever bounded Fower the ef 
Diſcourſes-6f ComttParkfites Iavets thelt o wh 
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weare cominunded'toThew Mercy. - For as necel- | 
fry and uſeful a Vercue as Juſtice* 1s; it becomes an | 


intolerable -Grievatice by * being exceſſive. © And | 
therefore-the wiſe: Man requires us: mot to be Righte- 

ou over-murh. E6d. 7. 16.' not to betoorigorous'trr * 
the vindicatiag our own” Rights, riot in the execu-" 
tivgithe Laws upbti the Offenders''} *truchTefs to 
frainthe Laws -beyond thei: due 'hounds ard: true-'- 
meaning ; or 'the making ake of them for -rhe de- | 
preſficg-a Party that thwarts 'a'corrupt Deſign. For | 
though: it -is fit that 'every Man: ſhould be juft ts 


himfelfs -yer' it is by no -means fit” that any. Man -. 


ſhout eroſs-rhe \rtnder -Inffindts of his Netw, 
which ate-Humanity, Mercy - and '"Compaiiion:.. 
Though it is-fir that the Authority and Repurtarien 

of 'Governiment:be upheld; | yet is by no means 'fit, 
thit ſo ſacted a thing trs- Achotiry ſhouldbe mmade- 
viks'by unmanty !Paſſiods, or fo noble a" Vieitue as: 
Juſtice proftiteteÞt6'baſe Ends. To lbve Mehcy; and 
t0:tle pool; 'ave S act iffves whertwith- God al Mew ue: 
well -pleaſed : 'And' *tis muchi-better to-err on the 
mild and compaſſtonate ſide, ' than by over-rigoronus. 
Juſtice to approach too near the bounds of. Cruelty. 

"Fs then ofily: that Juſtice foes Thnd in the: beſt 

light; ard appear with-the greateſt luſter,wheh it is. 
hadowed wit Humaiiicy,andqualified with Mercy. 
"But''yet tomake'it the more lovely, it mult be 
Mrs; deg upon the- more' noble Principle of wing: 
Lenbly bone God.  ForPtisthis thitwill ay thole 
vidleatPalfictis, that are apt't6trarfportivs beybint: 
gi tre boandsof Moderation and Judgihent.-? Tis. 
this will mzke:u3'sbferve and folldw the renderneſs 
ſes 6f -our Neture; and teach us that Humani-- 
ry hd Morey 5 the nobleft- Embellifhment of 
3A | Juſtice. 
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Juſtice. ..,* Tis this, will make -u$-overrlook. ſmall. 

Faults, ;.and; be apt. to' forgive, or -take! up with 
moderate Sqtisfactions for great ,ones.. | The Syries 
Verſion; renders.it,. Ut, ſis -parstws ad; ſequendum Do- 
minum Dean tuuns, that thou beeſt ready to follow. 
or to walk;in-the Steps of the-Lord thy. God,: imite-., 
ting him;ia the ſlowneſs. of his wrath, and in thas: 
Mercy that; he thinks of .in the midſt of Judgment, 
Or, if-, we-.take-the words as they ſtand 1n our Ver- 
ſion, they-preſcribe a Vertue not only becoming us 
as weare Sinners, and in regard of the tranſcendent 
Majeſty, of the, God of Heaven; but moſt-apt to a- 
bate thoſe rigorous Exceſſes of Juſtice, . that do ill: 
become our Nature. . For he that-is humbled by. 
the ſenſe of that Juſtice he has provok'd, and that 
Mercy that he _ in ayes of, will nat take py 
EellowsSeryant'by the Throat for every: petty Ob; 
fence or 1pconfiderable Debt, when be il 5 a that 
he has a vaſt ane of his own. either to ſatisfy or to 

be forgiven, Theſe are. Yertues of fo brave atem-' 
per, that without them we. can neifher pretend to. 
our Nature nor our Religion, For,*. ,; 


 IL.. *Tis1n the praQtjce-of. thele things, that Re- 
Jgion does. confiſt. Whatever, -leſs - than, theſe: 
things we place Religion in, we not. only rudely af- 
front it, but our own Nature. Although. the 
Jewiſh ReJigion did not only allow, but oblige that 
Feople to external Obſeryances, and\for;the main of - 
Kent in-Sacrifices ,and other viſible, Rites ;-yet- 
the reaſon-why God did:inftitute a Religion-of this. 
Nature for. them,” was not becauſe it is the beſt jn 
1ts own nature and moſt agreeable to the Divine: 
perfections, but becauſe! it. was the beſt for Pg. 
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But: yet in after-Ages, when: the rudeneſs of! their 
Minds- began to wear .off, he by degrees did- incul- 
cate to them that- Religion that' was more accepta- 
'hle.-'to'hinr+tban their: mioſt pompous: Service. 
Wherewithal ſball I come before the Lord, and bow-my - 
ſelf before the high God ? Shall 1 come before him with 
burnt Offerings, with Calves of a year old? Will the 
Lord be pleaſed with thouſands of Rams, or with: ten 
thouſands of - Rivers of Oyl ? ſhall Igive my firſt-bor 
for my tranſgreſſian,- the fruit of. my Body for the Six 
of my Soul ? "Theſe were Enquiries that :a Jew, 
whoſe Religion did exat from him pompous and 
viſible Expiations, might make. But however God 
dreſs*d up a Religion of this Nature for him, yet:he 
tells him by his Prophet, that zo do Fuſtice,to love 
Merty; and to walk humbly with God, are things more 
becoming humane Nature, and more :grateful to 
the divine. ?Tis certain indeed thar Religion can- 
not be among Men, without ſome kind of .dreſs ; 
and. the more decent and. comely it is, the more 
grateful does' it appear to the. .Eyes of Men. But 
yet, if while we tithe M:»t, - Anais and Cammin, 
we neple@ the weightier matters of the Law, Judg- 
ment, Mercy and Faith; if while we eagerly con- 
tend for. doubtful Opinions, and external-Circum- 
ſtances, we are unconcern'd for the doivg Juſtice, 
the loving Mercy,and the walking humbly with our God, 
we: repreſent: Religion as To. poor and dank a.thing 
as the reaſon of Man cannot poſlibly ſtoop: to: * The 
exerciſes of Piety toward God, and Jultice and Cha- 
rity'toward .our Neighbour, are ſuch lofty and 
ſublime Matters, :that an underſtanding Creature is 
ealily. reconciled to a/greati and venerable Opinion 


ofthem ; But a Religion that conſiſts only in Thea- 


trical 
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tricalit Shows 'and-Pompous Pageantries, in thin 
that only exerciſe the Bady and pleaſe the Senſe, 
is ;fitter far'a Beaſt, that can took:no further then 
.to:ObjeQs.:of; Senſe, 'than a Man;:than 3s capable'gf 
dublimarand--ſpiritual- Entertainments...': rough 
therefore:Religion \cannot well be performed. wit 
-ont ſome. kind of Rites, - yet. the fewer they are the 
better ;. becauſe the'lefs there is in. Religion to pleaſe 
our Senſes, « the more willour Minds beat iberty to 
attend to;thoſe Spiritual ObjeQs, .and\ the exerciſe 
of thoſe Divine Vertues wherein the Life of it does 
noo EE TEE C07 Et 
'. I will not enter upon the diſpute, whether the 
Rites of. our Church be ſo many, and of- that na- 
ture, as will juſtify any one in ſeparating fiom. it; 
for:that will-carry. me much further,,:and. require 
more. time.than a diſcourſe upon-:this Qccafion will 
permid, or allow me:: But this methinks I:may fy, 
that ſince the difference between us.is only about-In- 
different Things, and our unhappy Diyſfiogs ; have 
of late {ike to have undone. us; a; oy. more Zeal.for 
Righteouſneſs, Reace, -and Cliriftian Chavity, 20d 
ſamething leſs on-both. ſides far. thoſe things that are 
not to. be weighed againſtithem, would as much: be- 
come our : Prudence as 'tis neceſſary for our Preſer- 


vation, 'T.come now, 

ITE. To theithird; thing I:propounded.;:which 
1s, 'That the reaſon 'why Men at avy time a& con- 
trary to theſe ſubflantial Duties of Religion, is oot 
becauſe they: are. ignorant of them. - If Mendeny 
either God, ;- or» their: Neighbours: their; due; ;and 
either .impiouſly affront their Maker, or: opal 
difquiet their FelloweCreature!; If any: baicly'te 
EDT them- 
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therhfelves to work wickednefs, and by all the Arti- 
fites6F Ft] and” Cunning,” or the ruder attempts 
bf Vioknceand Wrong,. endeavour to break down 
all the fences of wy and Property : If Equals 
diſtarb'exch others Poffeſfions, and by Wrongs and 
Inories fay the Poutdation'of vexatious Law-ſuits ; 
If Menby open Force, or ſecret Fraud'endeayour ro 
over-power'or undermine each 'other, and there be 
p—_— in ourStreets byreaſon of the Treache- 
ries of the Fraudulent,or the Violence of the Oppreſ- 
four; If at any time we behold that which the Wile- 
Man did, wiz. Thertears of ſuch as are oppreſſed, and 
that they have no Comforter, but that on the ſide of the 
Oppreſſor there is Power. 'Eccl. 4. 1. If Subje&s by 
their Murmurs and Complaints render the moſteaſy 
Government grievous to themſelves, and.to thoſe 
that God has entruſted it with ; or Princes not con- 
rent with that juſt Power, that would 'make thetn 
beloved of their People and dreaded by their Ene- 
mies, do' fall to Cigging up Foundations and over- 
turning Conftitutions, that out of the ruines of their 
Peoples Liberties:they may ere& a Babel of Tyran- 
ny and Arbitrary Power; This, T'fay, is not to be 
reſolved into their Tgnorance ' of that Juſtice and 
Mercy that God and Nature do teach and require. 
No, No, God has ſhewed us what is good; -and if 
we:will do that which 'is bad, it is becauſe we live 

other Rules than thoſe'of Religion, and govern 
vir ſalves by. other Intereſts tharr thoſe of our-preſettt 
or future Happineſs. : Men to filence the clamours 
of an-untoward Conſcience may perſwade them- 
elves, that they do not know they do amiſs, when 
they dofuch things: .' But are we ſuch Strangers to 
God;- or-onur ſelves? Are the:Commands of God to 
2:71, ;— i | keep 
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keep Judgment and to do Juſtice, to work Righte. 
ouſneſs, and to do that. which is juſt and right, 6 
few or obſcure ? Are the promiſes of his Favour ta 
thoſe that do theſe things, and his threats of Judg- 
meat and Vengeance againſt thoſe that praQtice 0- 
therwiſe, ſo much hid from our. Eyes? No,: No; 
God has ſhewed us what is good: and.if Men do not 
do Fuſtice, nor ſhew Mercy, it is becauſe their Ambi- 
tion or Covetouſneſs, their Luſts or their Paſſions do 
influence them. But yet how ſtrongly ſo ever theſe 
Vices do prevail in us, and how ſturdy ſoever thoſe 
Prejudices are that they create, , when. they do pre« 
vail; there is enough-in the nature of. theſe Ver- 
tues to tempt even a very bad Man to the praQtice of 
them, if he would:conſider them. 


IV. The praftice of them is highly for our own 
Advantage, and.the publick Intereſt.  Rizhteouſ- 
neſs exalteth a Nation, faith the Wiſe-man : - It does 
ſo, not only as it procures the mighty Fame of Wiſ- 
dom and Underſtanding to a People ; - which Moſes 
told the Iſraelites, would be the great advantage. of 
their Piety, and ſtrict obſervance of their Laws, 
Kyep therefore, and do them : for this is your Wiſdom, 
and Under ftanding in the fight of the Nations, which 
ſhall hear all theſe Statutes,. and ſay, Surely this great 
Nation is a wiſe and underſtanding People. Deut. 4. 6. 
But as it makes Human Societies ſtrong and. firmly 
united, neither in danger of being broken by, inte- 
{tine viſions, nor deſtroyed by forcign Enemies. 
When the Spirit of Religion: does run through all 
the parts of a Nation, it becomes vigorous and 
lively ; and like the Body-Natural when , Nature is 
ſtrong, free from -apprehenſions of -a Diſlglution ; 
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But for want of Refigion it grows ſo full of groſs 
and ill Humours, 'that it languiſhes and decays in- 
ſenſibly, and, without an Enemy to give the fatal 
Blow, is ready to expire of it ſelf. But there are 
two things eſpecially, in which the great advantage 
of Religton, as it conſiſts in Piety toward God, and 
in Juſtice and Mercy toward Men, will appear. 

I, That without it the World cannot be kept in 
any tolerable good Condition. | 

- 2; "That without it we cannot have any reaſon- 
able hope to ſee Things ſettle well again, when once 
out of Order, | 

r: Without it the World cannot be kept in any 
tolerable good Condition. The Exigencies of Hu- 
man Nature, and the DefeQs, if not the ill uſe of 
Human Wiſdom, do make it neceſſary that - the 
World ſhould be under ſo great Wiſdom and Power 
as that of the Almighty. And ſince it is only Piety 
that can engage the Divine Favour and ProteQion 
towards us, what a World of Miſchief muſt we 
bring upon our ſelves, if by a negle&t thereof we 
provoke him to withdraw his Providence from us ? 
If we overlook our own Infirmities-and Sins ; 'and- 
demean our ſelves before him with ſo much Haugh- 
tineſs and Pride, as if we ſtood not in need either of 
his Power to ſupport, or his Mercy to pardon, we ' 
ing us.to our own Wiſdom and” Prudence. ' - 

' And was there no fach thing as Juſtice or Mercy - 
in the World, there could be no Amity nor Friend- £ 
ſhip, no Peace, and conſequently no Society. Man : 
to Man would be more ſavage than Brutes, *and the 
World -an-4re/dama,or Field of Blood and Confuſion. 
There' would . be no Obedience paid to the Jawful” 

1I-- | D 2 Com- 


jaftly provoke him to let us fee our Vanity by leay- 
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Commands of Magiſtrates, no Defence and Protes 
Aion afforded to Subjetts; noReſpettnorReverence 


to Superiours, . nor Courteſy andi Afability toInke- 


riQurs,. NP Kindneſs nor Familiarity among Faw; | 
Diſtreſs, nor 


ro; Mercy or Compaſſion to thoſe: in D 
Tendgroeſs of: each-others Concexns ;,,no Regard to 
Promiſes- or ContraQs, -to Oaths. or the ſtrongeſt 
Obligations ; but every Man would beat liberty to 
make the beſt uſe of Power and Opportunity for the 
adyancing;his own Fortune. Conſcience would. be 
anempty Name, Iptereft the. only yuling Principle, 


and every action lawful that conduced to: the-com-. 


paſſing a Deſign. For ' without Juſtice, nothing 


would, be a Man's Duty ; and without Mercy, no 


Benefit could: be expeRted from Society : but all 
thoſe Fences wherewith Religion does bound, Mens 


Appetites and Paſſions would be thrown down, ;and- 


all thoſe Bands that tye their. Hands and Tongues 
broken. - So:that Mens:Hearts would: be, ftradulentg 
and deceitful, their Throats.an open Sepulchre, and 
the Payſon of Aſps unger their Lips; Their Mouths 
would be:full of Curſing and Brtternefs, their Teeth 


Spears-and Arrows,ang their Tongues fharp Swords: 


Their Words might be {moech but. falſe,. their Feet 
fwift, to ſhed; Blood, their Hands-ready 10 execute 
apy. villagous Deſign, and all the Members. of. their 


Bodies Inſtruments of Unrightequlzeſs. This would; 
be the fad Rate thay the want of -fuſtice-and Mercy 


would. reduce Sacieties tohapd, Gow by creating Man 


a SociableEreature would havedoneytignely work 


fer. hmm than if;:he had only mace; bim an Ighabi- 
tant; ok 2, Wildernels.-.;Fhat. Appetite, which he 


delign'd for:the great Bleling and Ornament, of: his. 
Nature, would haye:preved. kis Curle, :apd:theun-: 


happy 
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happy occaſion. of more Miſery, than. allthat .tha 
Bealts ef rhe Fiety-are ſbjct th.” Neirtier cont Gay. 
thing remedy this Rvil bur. the reſtoring of. Jullice. 
and Newry thithe World. For, .r 


"2, TS 
houlld {terſe again withour the, T's poly £ 
Vertdestab make Society deſirable, and.the Hadi 
tation of. 'a Neighbour beneficial to. us. . In all the, 
Diftempers of- the. Body-Natural, the: Cure 1s. 


wropght by.removiog the Cauſe; and till thap bg; 
Joie the WE wilt kanguiſh. in ſpight of. the Phyſ. 


cian, or the Strength of Cordials, ... And. uolels. the? 
ſame courfe be taken in the Diſtewpers of Civil-Bo«. 
dies, *tis not to be expeed to ſee them, return ro. 
their former ftrong and viggrous State. They will 
err fickly and-weak {a Joog as thoſe .ill Hu- 
mours poyerbutthen it; Which. are..not. ta be dif. 
charged bit; by ' doing” Fuice,. ſpewing Mercy, ' and 
outs 900) with our God.” For by a ſincere Piety 
the Wiſdom of God is engaged to preſide over, and 
dire& thoſe, Counſels, which without .it muſt of 
rieceflity be confuſed and diſtrafted.; and Diyine 
Providence, without which Miſchief comes upon 
Miſchief,, Rumour upon Rumour, _ and Men feet 


Peace but find none; as the Prophet, Ezckiel Tpeaks, 


returns to the Helm,that ithath forſaken ;,and ſafely 
conduQs ſo penitent a People. out of the Intricacics. 
and 'Mazes they were Joft'in.” oO 
And by.J 
from thofe"Jealouſres and ND 
ry: Vicesdb occaſion; . By being juſt, Mens Minds 
are ſet at: eaſe from thoſe Apprehenliens, that fill 


. 
% 


them-with Anguiſh and Conyullions.; and by ſbew-. 


ing-Mercy;we feel the benefits of Soctety,. and that 
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is not poſſible the World, whey Gilorder, 
She. ta > 


iftice znd Mercy Mens Minds are freed, 
ealbifes and Diftruſts, thar the contras. 
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iis *$o6d for as .that ' we wete fitred for it, For 
whed” we have nothing to fear, but a great deal to 
hope for from'our being united into civil Commu- 
nities ow Friendſhip. and. Charity doo trongly 

-nt t em, thatit is not in” the Power of Mev 
or Devils to ks of; er them, It is oblerva- 
ble, that the uſual Merhod of thoſe” who projet 
the ruine 'of a State, is by ſtraitning and limiting 
the publick Juſtice, to create Parties; and by de- 
ſtroying Humanity and Mercy, . to heighten Ani- 
milities: "And the only way to heal a diſtemper'd. 
State, is to remove thoſe Mounds 'and Works, that. 
have thrown Injuſtice with too much weight and 


ſeverity upon one fide, while the other has ſeem'd. 
to be tolerated to do miſchief ; and to put on thoſe. 
Bowels of Mercy and Compaſſion which will blunt. 
the edg of the keeneſt Rage, and reconcile the moſt. 
divided: Spirits. For then. will our Peace be as & 
River, when Righteouſneſs does run down as the Waves 
of the Sea, and Mercy and Truth do meet together. 


a * 


And as theſe Vertues are of ſo great advantage to 
the'World ; 'So,.' oy | Ss <0 


+??? 
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V. God has taken care to recommend them. to. 


our practice, by ſhewingus what is good. He has 
ſhewed us'what is good,as by. our reaſonable Nature 
tre has fitted'us for Society ; which,as long as Juſtice 
and Mercy.doflouriſh, will afford us mighty: helps 
and'advantapes forthe promoting our Afairs. , In 
this he has advanced our Nature above the Conditi- 
on of thoſe wild and ſavage Creatures, that how! 
in Wilderneſſes, and creep.into holes and'caves of 


che Earth.” In this he his done, us-To much good, 


that *cis' but 'Ifrtle more that "he has done for the 
+ Angels, 
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. Angels, thoſe glorious Inhabitants of tlie City. of the 
living God. And ſince God has ſhewed: us this good, 
'is it not highly reaſonable that we ſhould-liveup to 
the. Primitave intention-of our Creatour, and take 


care of thoſe. great advantages that, he has put into- 


our Hands 2 Is it,not fit that. we, ſhould conſult our 
own Intereſt, and make as much-ef that Good: that 
God has ſhewn us as poſſibly we may ? In this then 


God does recommend Juſtice and Mercy | to our: 
PraQtice, as he has planted ſuch an Appetite.in us as- 


can no ways be ſatisfied without them.” *; - 

But, . bleſſed -be his Name, he has furniſhed us 
with another Motive, as in the late wonderful 
and unexpeQted Revolution, he. has to a Miracle 
ſhewed us what is good,” For he has revived our 
Laws which began vilibly tolanguiſh: and faint .un- 


der the dreadful weight of a diſpencing Power ;. 


and . has -preſerved our Religion, that requires us to 


do Jaſticey 'to ſhew Mercy, and to walk humbly with- 


owr God, from the overflowings of Superitition 
and Idolatry.;. and our Conſtitution from the ſecret 
Underminings and open Attempts of an Arbitrary 


Deſpotick Government;; He has taken the Cra ity .1n- 


their own Counſels,' and turned thoſe that had the 


reputation. of. the greateſt States-Men, backwards : 


He, I fay, whenall places were full of Fears and diſ- 


mal Apprehenſions, and all Faces gather'd black-- 
neſs for the dread of thoſe Evils that were ready. to- 


break: in upon vs 3 when: Juſtice was-made a dead 
weight to link and oppreſs thoſe that durft be true 


and faithful to.the Intereſts of their Country, and 


the Mercies of Men were cruel; when the Will of 
a Prince that-had unhappily given.bimſelf up tathe 
condutt of Prieſts and;Jeſuits,. was the ſole DireQtor 


of. 
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of the; Behcli; wn Jadgments' were x 
any; Riile'or- Meaſure, bur the Thter ir 
who depended! more-upon* —— By Sid 


ogoodnefs:0 = Cgukey rv} che: UirSh — 
Arguments 561 FE ſay] Whietiout- Relient, "Vir 
. Laws,.. 2nd: Liberties; all-the' dear Con rothents 


Kill, .-when'we reap 
-fits of ſo great a Bleſſitg.”' No; God has ſhewed ns 
' what 15 good, he has put' us under an' "ealy,”" and 


«for the ca Sa -on their DeBans, need 


'borh 6f this Life a#di that which is to Shih were 
doom'd to perpetual bondage, under Popety, and 
- Arbitrary Power; was p Piede to tulle is of Da pet. 
"verer, who hatt{done 

 . we and Genethridns a a 


_ t thin She late forus; or Which 


exe to rejpyce, 
and to bk the Lotd. 
Had any Man told us ; ne Monchs Befiie 'God 


wrought this - Deliverance for us, that he had 


ſen :our-AMiQtion, -and heard 6itr: Cry, and would 
come Yown totleliver us in ſbeaſy an Itheap A br 
2s:that which we haveſeen; would not his* 


haveſcem'dtous; asthe Gift notice of Chriſt's Re. 


ſurre&ion did to his Diſciples Atke idle- Tales? Biit 
tho we were like them _ dreatn; when the Lord 


turned our: Captivity,” \yet we ought: not tobe fo 
708 rutts-and-enfoy the Bene. 


truly Engliſh -Government, : 'a Govefnment that 


knows no Rule but- our Laws, nor-no other End 


-but'rhe Peace and-Profperity bf *ont*Corintry, rhe 
| Safeguard und ProteEtioaof” our Petſoris," the : Pre. 


ſervation:of our Riphts and Libercies: amd-aboye 


all the Encouragerhent-of Vertue, and "the vþHold- 


" ing the-Proteftant- Intereſt ; and' what how 5 the 


:Logd aur \Golbrequire of "us, 


Har rob Mice #0 love 
"Merry, .and:r0 walk huned Gl? a8? 
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+: This is that \Return that he expe&ts fromus. for 


Jo great a Bleſſing ; that Return that in gratitude we 
ars obliged to make, and which will fully compleat 
_cur . Deliverance. For then will our Enemies de- 
ſpair of ever ſeeing their Deſigns upon us compaſled, 
when. they, ſee our Diſtrattions healed, our Animp- 
ities laid, and the. Hearts of Engliſh-Men united by 
Love and Friendſhip, Then will their Malice find 
no matter to work upon, nor no Party whoſe diſ- 
contents ſhall furniſh them with means to engage 
them in deſigns againſt the Intereſts of their Re- 
ligion and.their Country. Then we need. no-more 
fear the Arts of Jeſuites, nor the Power of Fraxce. 
For nothing can deſtroy . Exg/and but its being 
crumbled into Parties.z and nothing will contri- 
bute more to the removing all, Diſcontents, : agd 
the extirpating that: Bitterneſs which - has of late 
Jo much ſhook the Foundations of. our Peace, as 
that. Juſtice, Mercy, and humble walking with God, 
that will make God a. Friend to Man, and every 
Maa as 2 God to his Neighbour. For who is he 
that ywill harmus, if we.be. followers of that which 
is good ?.; Who. is it that we need to fear, , if from 
theſenſe of the good that God has ſhown us welearn 
to walk more humbly with him, and by a more ſe- 
rious regard to Piety engage him to be our Guardian 
and ProteQor? Nay who will dare to attempt upon 
-our Peace, if they ſce that we dwell under the tha. 
dow of rhe Almighty, and ſce.usas wiſe to coun- 
termine theit deſigns by aCQts of Juſtice, Mercy and 
Humanity, as they are to proſecute them by firſt 
ſowing Diviſions, and then exaſperating them by 
kavening, Mens Souls with a Spirit of Oppreſſion 
and. Violence, Inhumanity and- Cruelty : They 
Eg be NY cou 
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*coutif tiever trave pur us incofomuch'd 


© colt never tray | wchdread, Had nor 
- our ownumbliappy Heats prepared them Parties;who 
for wreaking = little Spight, cafily, as they were 
"rommplemented, clofed in with the-advantageof be- 
ing epuntenanced ar Court :  And'there is nothing 
"that for thefuture will ſoperfeRly remove our Fears, 
'as'that Juſtice zndMercy that will unite ourTme-. 
reſts, and reconcile our Hearts. For how is it poſſible 
"there ſhould be'Heats and Animofities among Men, 
"when no womiag tr: cauſe of Apprehenſions from 
"atiother? ''How ſhall any Man-converſe with Diſ- 
ger Jealooſh, when he'knows of none that will 
dofiim harm'? $0. long as Juſtice is' the. governing 
Principle among Men, - Superiours need not fear a 
Ill 'from'their Inferionrs; becauſe this 'Vertue will 
Inclive thetmtogivethemall Honour and Reverence 
that is their doe: *Nor need Inferivurs have ani 
-Urextt bf the Power of thoſe above then ; beca 
"this Vertue joined with Mercy will difpofe them to 
wfe.it'for their Defence : And no'Man' need to have 
-a'Guard upon himſelf, for fear of any Perſon he con- 
'verſes with ; becauſe every Man will be kind and 
| nag . Then will var 'Seats of Judicature 
'be reverenced. And finte it is impoſſible but ſuch 
Differences will ariſe among the moſt honeſt and 
juſt Perſons, as can no otherwiſe be determined 
'but ina Court of Judicature; then no Man will be 
afraid pai amen 5 Cauſe to the Judgment of 
a Court, when both Witnefſes and Jurors dofear 
an Oath, and give their Teſtimonies and their Ver- 
difts according to Truth and Righteouſneſs, 
- And © that in this our Day, in which God by 
having ſhewn'us what is good, does feem to. put us 
upon the trial, wherher-we will do our felves gooey 


| and in which, from the Example of a pious and good 


0-4 


Prince, we have all the Encouragements that a Peo- 
ple can defire to Piety, Juſtice and Charity, we 
would ftudy to know theſe things, that make ſo 
much for our Peace and Happineſs. For the ob- 
taining of which great Bleſſing, may it pleaſe the 
God of Mercy and Love to give us the Grace and 
Wiſdom to apply our Minds to know the import 
and advantage of thoſe great Vertues of Piety, Juſtice 
and Mercy, which, for the good he has ſhown us, he 
requires of us; for the Sake of his beloved Son, and 
our gracious Mediatour and Redeemer ; To whom 
with thee, O Father, and the Holy Ghoſt, be aſcri- 
bed all Honour and Glory, now and for ever. 


Amen. 


